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Introduction

The first sitting of this specification for Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Geography took 
place in 2019. Due to the pandemic, there were only small entries for this exam in 2020 and 
2021. This Examiner’s report is intended to provide an insight into performance on Paper 1: 
Physical Geography and, in particular, analysing the majority of questions in terms of what 
went well and where common mistakes and underperformance were evident.

This paper consists of two sections from which candidates answer two 25-mark questions 
from Section A and one 12-mark question from Section B. This year the total mark for this 
paper was 62, as there were only questions focused on unfamiliar fieldwork contexts in 
Section B resulting in less marks awarded in the fieldwork section. However, the length of 
time for the exam remained the same.

The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short, open response, calculations and 
extended response questions. The exam command words which are used in the paper are 
defined in the specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the 
Assessment Objectives (AOs).

In Section A, River Environments, Coastal Environments and Hazardous Environments are 
covered. Candidates are required to select two out of three questions.

In Section B, candidates choose one out of three fieldwork related questions relating to River 
Environments, Coastal Environments and Hazardous Environments.

It is important that candidates focus on the requirements for each command word and the 
Assessment Objective (AO) distribution, particularly for the longer response 8-mark 
questions, to ensure they access the full range of marks available.
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Question 1 (b)(ii)

In this question, students are required to state one store in the hydrological cycle.

For these low tariff questions, candidates need to ensure that they have a clear 
understanding of key words and what they relate too.

Correct store stated.

Correct store in the hydrological cycle stated.

4International GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



Question 1 (c)

This question required candidates to explain one weathering process in a river valley.

A considerable number of candidates were unfamiliar with the difference between erosion 
and weathering, which led to candidates achieving zero marks.

Candidates who knew weathering processes were often able to achieve the full two marks 
available.

It is important to ensure students have a clear knowledge of geographical terminology to 
avoid misinterpreting the question.

This response has given a specific form of weathering and explained 
how it operates for 2 marks.

Ensure candidates are familiar with geographical terminology to avoid 
misinterpreting the question.
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This response has given a specific form of weathering and explained 
how it operates for 2 marks.

This is an example, seen from a range of candidates, where they give 
an erosion process rather than a weathering process resulting in 0 
marks being awarded.
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This candidate has misunderstood the term 'weathering process' and 
was awarded 0 marks.
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Question 1 (d)

This question required candidates to use Figure 1a, which showed human activities in a 
drainage basin, to explain two ways human activity can affect water quality.

The credit for these types of 'explain' questions comes from correctly identifying an impact 
humans have on water quality shown in the resource (AO3) and then developing this to 
explain its impact (AO2). Candidates were not awarded for just lifting text written in the 
resource. Candidates often engaged with the resource well and were able to make a specific 
link to the impact on water quality. A few candidates did not make use of the resource, often 
stating a human activity that could not be reasonably inferred from the resource for 
example, using rivers to wash clothes or runoff from factories which are not shown in the 
resource.

This response achieves 4 marks.

There is clear reference to the resource and both sections are 
developed to explain how the human activity affects water quality.
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This response was awarded 4 marks.

There is specific reference to the resource and a clear explanation for 
the impact on water quality for both reducing and increasing water 
quality.
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Question 1 (e)

Candidates were asked to explain one river flood prevention method.

Generally, this question was answered well with many candidates awarded full marks. 
Candidates are aware of different flood prevention methods and are able to clearly explain 
how they are able to prevent river flooding. A minority of candidates confused river flood 
prevention with coastal flood prevention methods in their responses.

This response achieved 3 marks

A soft engineering strategy is identified, with explanation for how this 
helps to prevent a river flood.
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This response achieves 3 marks.

A specific hard engineering strategy is identified, with further 
explanation of how this works to prevent river flooding.
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Question 1 (f)

The majority of students were unable to correctly identify the type of mass movement shown 
in the resource, often confusing the term ‘mass movement’ with erosion or weathering 
processes resulting in a high proportion of students not being awarded the one mark.
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Question 1 (g)

This question required candidates to explain the formation of interlocking spurs.

Generally, the majority of candidates were able to score some marks on this question. 
Candidates who scored 3 or 4 marks tended to use more specific geographical terminology 
and were able to explain a sequence of events. A few candidates explained the formation of 
a meander rather than interlocking spurs. In some instances, diagrams were used to good 
effect to show more clearly what was explained in the written response.
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Question 1 (h)

For these 8-mark extended writing questions, candidates are required to blend their use of 
the resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the issue presented 
(AO3). Therefore they are not case study questions, rather they require the candidates to 
apply their geographical understanding to the context shown in the resource.

Many candidates engaged with the resource well and were able to describe one or two 
factors in detail for the difference in discharge shown in the resource. To access the higher 
marks, candidates need to go beyond simply describing one or two factors but begin to 
consider their significance in affecting the river regime. The command word ‘analyse’ needs 
to be addressed to achieve full marks and many candidates found this challenging as there 
was often minimal judgement demonstrated in candidate responses.
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This is a Level 3 – 8 mark response.

The candidate uses the resource throughout their answer and they are 
able to apply their knowledge of drainage basin processes well to 
explain several reasons for the differences in discharge shown in the 
resource. Although, there is not a conclusion at the end, there is 
enough 'analysis' throughout their response, with the use of terms like 
'however', and 'moreover', to reach the Level 3 descriptors.
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It is clear that this candidate is unfamiliar with the term 'river regime' 
in the question and has focused their response around impacts of 
flooding resulting in 0 marks being awarded.
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Question 2 (b)(ii)

In this question, candidates were required to state a factor that encourages salt marsh 
ecosystems to develop.

A number of candidates stated factors specific to coral reef ecosystems, for example stating, 
‘water temperature 27°C’. It is important that candidates are familiar with more than just 
factors affecting the formation of coral reef ecosystems.

This candidate achieved 0 marks as they have given a factor about 
coral reef formation rather than salt marsh ecosystem formation.

Ensure candidates are familiar with different types of coastal 
environments beyond just coral reefs.

This candidate achieved 0 marks as they have given a factor more 
specific to coral reef formation rather than salt marsh formation.
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This response was awarded 1 mark as a correct factor required for salt 
marsh formation is stated.
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Question 2 (c)

In this question, candidates were required to explain one way mangrove ecosystems are 
affected by human activity.

Candidates were awarded for giving a reason for their destruction and a second mark for 
why this was taking place. The majority of candidates were awarded the full two marks on 
this question.

This response misinterprets the question.

It is focused on the factors required for coral reef ecosystems to grow. 
It is not focused on mangrove ecosystems or human actions – 0 marks.
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This response is focused on the question posed – identifying a cause of 
the destruction (deforestation) and reason (for timber) for this taking 
place.

2 marks.

21 International GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



Question 2 (d)

This question required candidates to use Figure 2a, which showed information about the 
uses of coral reefs, to explain two reasons why there may be conflict over the use of coral 
reef ecosystems.

The credit for these type of 'explain' questions comes from correctly identifying a possible 
conflict from the information given in the resource (AO3) and then developing this to explain 
why this causes conflict (AO2). Candidates were not awarded for just lifting information 
written in the resource.

Candidates, on the whole, understood the idea of conflict and used examples of how coral 
reefs are used shown in the resource. The better responses explained a potential conflict 
between two interested parties. Some candidates implied conflict between users without 
directly naming different groups of people. If done in detail, this was enough to achieve four 
marks. A few candidates were less clear on the idea of conflict and just stated advantages of 
having coral reef ecosystems which was not what the question required.
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This candidate uses the resource in their answer and, although they 
don't always give specific groups of people who would be in conflict, 
there is enough detail to imply conflict in both reasons.

In the first reason, this is that 'there is high biodiversity which provides 
a food source (1) but biodiversity is reduced by fishing and tourists (1) 
causing a conflict.

In the second reason 'reefs are needed for medicine which causes 
damage (1) which results in the loss of reefs making an area more 
hazard prone (1).

4 marks

This candidate has clearly used the information in the resource to 
suggest two different groups of people who would be in conflict with 
each other over use of the coral reef ecosystem.

4 marks
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Question 2 (e)

Candidates were required to explain the difference between constructive and destructive 
waves.

The majority of candidates achieved full marks clearly explaining the differences between the 
two types of waves. Where candidates did not achieve three marks, it was often because they 
did not mention the impact on beach.

This response was awarded 3 marks giving a range of differences 
between constructive and destructive waves.
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This response was awarded 3 marks giving a range of differences 
between constructive and destructive waves.
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Question 2 (f)

The majority of candidates correctly identified the process shown in the resource correctly.
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Question 2 (g)

This question required candidates to explain the causes of coastal flooding. Generally, the 
majority of candidates were able to score some marks on this question. Candidates who 
scored 4 marks either explained one cause in detail or two correct causes of coastal flooding. 

Candidates need to be clear on the difference between causes of sea level rise and causes of 
coastal flooding. Often candidates only explained the process of sea level rise limiting their 
responses. A few candidates explained the causes of meteorological flooding rather than 
coastal flooding.
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This is an example of a response which was awarded 4 marks for 
explaining two causes.

They correctly explain that a tsunami caused by an underwater 
earthquake (1) which is a large magnitude wave that builds up as it 
approaches the shore (1). Storm surges are caused by friction of the 
wind (1) causing sea water to rise up in areas of low pressure (1).

This is an example of a response which was awarded 4 marks for one 
well explained cause of coastal flooding.
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A number of candidates only explained the causes for rising sea levels 
rather than a cause of coastal flooding which was not the focus of this 
question.

0 marks
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Question 2 (h)

These 8-mark extended writing questions candidates are required to blend their use of the 
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the issue presented (AO3). 
Therefore, they are not case study questions, rather they require the candidates to apply 
their geographical understanding to the context shown in the resource.

In this instance, candidates were required to analyse the advantages and disadvantages of 
the coastal management plans shown. Candidates engaged with the resource well, using the 
examples of coastal management shown to frame their responses. However, a significant 
number of responses just described the pros and cons of each type of management shown 
without applying it to why it is best for the specific locations, with minimal judgement.

The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve full marks and many 
candidates found this challenging as there was often minimal judgement demonstrated in 
candidate responses.
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This candidate shows frequent use of the resource throughout the 
answer and goes beyond just describing simple pros and cons of the 
strategies to clearly analyse the combined strategies used at the 
location.

Although they do not have a conclusion at the end, they use terms 
such as 'however', 'great benefit' and 'therefore' throughout their 
response to demonstrate their argument and judgement.

This response was awarded Level 3 – 8 marks
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This candidate gives a brief concluding statement at the end of their 
answer and makes clear reference to the strategies used at each 
location.

There are several pros and cons of the different strategies being used 
with simple judgement as to whether this is good/bad for the location.

Some parts of the response are quite descriptive and the AO3 is 
slightly weaker in this response meaning it was awarded Level 3 – 7 
marks.
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Question 3 (b)(ii)

Most candidates were able to score a mark on this question being able to state one factor 
that can affect how much damage an earthquake can cause.

There were a wide range of factors given by candidates.

This response was awarded the mark having stated a correct factor – 
level of preparation.

This candidate has given an impact of an earthquake rather than a 
factor that affects the level of damage caused.

0 marks

Correct factor stated – 1 mark.
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Correct factor stated – 1 mark.
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Question 3 (c)

For this question, candidates were required to identify a correct factor that affects the 
formation of tropical cyclones (AO1) and explain their distribution (AO2).

Most candidates were clear on the factors required for tropical cyclones to form. However, a 
number of candidates were unfamiliar with the demands of the term ‘distribution’ and 
therefore did not achieve the second mark.

This candidate gives a specific factor and links this to where they are 
most commonly found to fully meet the demands of a distribution 
question.

2 marks

This response was awarded 0 marks – as they have misinterpreted the 
question and given impacts a tropical cyclone may cause.
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This candidate gives a specific factor and links this to where they are 
most commonly found to fully meet the demands of a distribution 
question.

2 marks

This candidate gives a specific factor that causes the formation of a 
tropical cyclone, but they do not meet the 'distribution' requirement in 
the question as they have not mentioned where they are formed.

1 mark
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Question 3 (d)

This question required candidates to use Figure 3a, which showed information for people 
living in areas at risk of tropical cyclones in the USA, to explain two reasons why people 
continue to live in areas at risk of tropical cyclones.

The credit for these types of 'explain' questions comes from correctly identifying a possible 
reason from the information given in the resource (AO3) and then developing this to explain 
why people live in these areas (AO2). Candidates need to ensure they have used the resource 
in their response. Often, candidates gave reasons that could not be plausibly inferred from 
the resource provided. Most often these centred around the idea of people lacking education 
and knowledge or to be close to family and jobs, neither of which could not be inferred from 
the resource. The better responses made clear links to the resource and developed these 
reasons to explain why it makes people willing to live in these areas.

This response achieved 4 marks – giving two correct reasons why 
people continue to live in areas at risk which are specific to the 
information shown in the resource.
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Ensure candidates only give reasons that can be inferred from the 
resource provided.

This response achieved 4 marks – giving two correct reasons why 
people continue to live in areas at risk which are specific to the 
information shown in the resource.
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This candidate has not given reasons which can be inferred from the 
resource provided and therefore was awarded 0 marks.
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This response has focused on the impacts of a tropical cyclone in the 
first part and in the second part of the answer, it is too vague by simply 
stating 'people should be prepared' which is not enough to award the 
AO3 credit.

0 marks
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Question 3 (e)

For this question, candidates were required to identify a suitable way hazard mapping is used 
and explain why this helps to prepare for an earthquake event. In this question, candidates 
are required to focus on one idea and develop it in detail to access the 3 marks available.

The majority of candidates achieved full marks clearly explaining the role hazard mapping 
has on being able to help people prepare. There were a few candidates who were unclear on 
what hazard mapping is and, as a result, they explained a completely different preparation 
strategy.

This candidate was awarded 3 marks as they understand what hazard 
mapping is and how it can help with preparing for an earthquake.
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This candidate was awarded 3 marks as they understand what hazard 
mapping is and how it can help with preparing for an earthquake.
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Question 3 (f)

The majority of candidates correctly identified a potential long-term impact of an earthquake. 

This candidate states a correct potential long-term impact based on 
the resource provided.

This candidate states a correct potential long-term impact based on 
the resource provided.
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Question 3 (g)

This question required candidates to explain how earthquakes are formed at a destructive 
plate boundary.

Generally, the majority of candidates were able to score some marks on this question. 
Candidates who scored 3 or 4 marks tended to use more specific geographical terminology 
and were able to explain a sequence of events. However, some candidates confused the type 
of plate boundary, writing about conservative plate boundary which was not credited.

A few candidates supported their written responses with diagrams which often showed the 
direction of plate movement which was useful as this was often missed at the start of a lot of 
written answers.
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This candidate explains the full sequence, including the correct 
geographical terminology, to explain why earthquakes occur at a 
destructive plate boundary.

4 marks
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Question 3 (h)

These 8-mark extended writing questions candidates are required to blend their use of the 
resource (AO4) with their own knowledge and understanding of the issue presented (AO3). 
Therefore they are not case study questions, rather they require the candidates to apply their 
geographical understanding to the context shown in the resource.

In this instance, candidates were required to analyse the reasons for the different impacts of 
the two volcanic eruptions shown in the resource. The majority of candidates engaged with 
the resource and used this throughout their answer but mainly only described the different 
impacts with only basic reasons provided. In the better responses candidates made simple 
judgements on which area suffered most, explaining why this was the case. A very small 
number of candidates just lifted the text from the resource and this was not given credit.

The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve full marks and many 
candidates found this challenging as there was often minimal judgement demonstrated in 
candidate responses.

48International GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



49 International GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



This candidate was awarded Level 3 – 7 marks.

There is frequent use of the resource throughout their answer and 
they begin to analyse the different impacts by stating that it was the 
tsunami which caused most of the deaths in Indonesia and less deaths 
in Guatemala 'firstly' because the volcano is located in a more rural 
area. There is also use of terminology like 'however' in their response 
to show enough judgement and argument, with enough range to meet 
the Level 3 descriptors.

50International GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



51 International GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



This candidate was awarded Level 3 – 8 marks.

Although they work through the different impacts seen in each 
location first, they make a clear judgement at the beginning of their 
answer with this being due to differences in the level of development 
between the two locations.

The end of their response is a conclusion which makes a judgement 
about the significance of both physical and human factors in causing 
the differences shown in the two locations.
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This response was awarded 0 marks as the candidate directly lifts the 
bullet points shown in the resource with no additional comment.
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Question 4 (a)(ii)

Please note that the comments made on Q04 also apply to Q05 and Q06 as the questions are 
in parallel and the resources very similar.

Section B had reduced number of marks in this series and as a result fewer questions. There 
were only questions with unfamiliar fieldwork contexts. There was information provided on 
the fieldwork context in the exam paper and additional resources in the resource booklet 
which candidates were required to use.

For this question, candidates needed to state one way maps could be used to support their 
enquiry. This could be at any stage of the geographical enquiry process and most candidates 
achieved the mark.

Correct potential use of a map for the river enquiry described.

1 mark

Correct potential use of a map for a geographical enquiry.

1 mark

54International GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



Question 4 (b)(i)

This question was answered quite well with many candidates gaining 2 marks. Where 
candidates scored only 1 mark, it was due to them not writing the final answer to one 
decimal place.

This candidate has not identified all 5 figures required for this 
calculation and as such has not divided by 5 which means they have 
not shown the correct method for working out the mean based on the 
data provided.

0 marks
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2 marks – correct working and answer rounded to 1 decimal place.
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Question 4 (b)(ii)

This question was answered well with the vast majority of candidates able to identify a 
correct piece of equipment.

1 mark – correct piece of equipment stated for measuring river 
velocity.

1 mark – correct piece of equipment stated for measuring river 
velocity.
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Question 4 (c)(i)

A significant number of candidates were able to achieve two marks, correctly proportioning 
their segments and shading them to fit the key provided.

Some candidates found the demands of this question a challenge with either the 
proportioning of the segments or correctly following the key or with both elements.

This candidate has the 3 proportions plotted correctly (1) but their 
shading is incorrect as 'rounded' should be the second biggest 
segment, not the smallest.

1 mark
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2 marks – correctly proportioned segments (1) and correct shading (1).
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2 marks – correctly proportioned segments (1) and correct shading (1). 
The segments could be plotted in any order as long as they were 
correctly proportioned and shaded.
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Question 4 (c)(ii)

Candidates were required to identify two ways the students could have improved the 
reliability of the data collected. It is important to ensure candidates are familiar with the 
difference between accuracy and reliability in the context of a geographical enquiry. A 
considerable number of candidates made suggestions linked to accuracy/validity rather than 
reliability.

Two correct ways to increase reliability identified.

2 marks

Ensure candidates know the difference between reliability and 
accuracy in a geographical enquiry context.
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Two correct ways to improve reliability identified.

2 marks

This candidate has misunderstood the term reliability in the question 
and has not given any correct ways to improve reliability.

0 marks
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Question 4 (d)

In this question, the candidates were required to explain one other fieldwork technique the 
students could have used in their enquiry. In this question, candidates are required to focus 
on one idea and develop it in detail to access the 3 marks available.

A number of candidates found it a challenge to ensure they were aware of all the methods 
used, which were shown in the resources. This meant a significant proportion of candidates 
wrote about a method already mentioned resulting in zero marks being awarded. Some 
candidates are unfamiliar with the term ‘fieldwork technique’ and, as a result, explained a 
sampling strategy instead, also resulting in zero marks being awarded. The better responses 
explained the how or why their chosen fieldwork technique would support the enquiry.

This response explains in detail how to measure the cross-section 
(wetted perimeter) of the river channel.

3 marks

63 International GCSE Geography 4GE1 01R



This candidate explains in detail how they would measure the width of 
the river channel. However, this was a technique mentioned in Figure 
4a and therefore can not be credited.

0 marks
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This was a fairly common error where candidates misinterpret the 
term 'fieldwork technique' and explain a sampling strategy instead.

0 marks
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Question 5 (a)(ii)

Please note that the comments made on Q05 also apply to Q04 and Q06 as the questions are 
in parallel and the resources very similar.

Section B had reduced number of marks in this series and as a result fewer questions. There 
were only questions with unfamiliar fieldwork contexts. There was information provided on 
the fieldwork context in the exam paper and additional resources in the resource booklet 
which candidates were required to use.

For this question, candidates needed to state one way maps could be used to support their 
enquiry. This could be at any stage of the geographical enquiry process and most candidates 
achieved the mark.

Correct potential use of a map for the coastal enquiry described.

1 mark

Correct potential use of a map for the coastal enquiry described.

1 mark
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Question 5 (b)(i)

This question was answered quite well with many candidates gaining 2 marks. Where 
candidates scored only 1 mark, it was due to them not writing the final answer to one 
decimal place.

2 marks – correct working and answer rounded to 1 decimal place.
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1 mark – correct calculation but answer is not given to 1 decimal place.
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Question 5 (b)(ii)

This question was answered well with the vast majority of candidates able to identify a 
correct piece of equipment.

1 mark – correct piece of equipment stated for measuring pebbles.

1 mark – correct piece of equipment stated for measuring pebbles.
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Question 5 (c)(i)

A significant number of candidates were able to achieve two marks, correctly proportioning 
their segments and shading them to fit the key provided. Some candidates found the 
demands of this question a challenge with either the proportioning of the segments or 
correctly following the key or with both elements.

2 marks – correctly proportioned segments (1) and correct shading (1). 
The segments could be plotted in any order as long as they were 
correctly proportioned and shaded.
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2 marks – correctly proportioned segments (1) and correct shading (1).
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Question 5 (c)(ii)

Candidates were required to identify two ways the students could have improved the 
reliability of the data collected. It is important to ensure candidates are familiar with the 
difference between accuracy and reliability in the context of a geographical enquiry. A 
considerable number of candidates made suggestions linked to accuracy/validity rather than 
reliability.

This response identifies two correct ways reliability could be improved.

2 marks

Ensure candidates are aware of the difference between reliability and 
accuracy in a geographical enquiry context.
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This response identifies two correct ways reliability could be improved.

2 marks

This candidate has misunderstood the term reliability in the question 
and has not identified any correct ways reliability could be improved.

0 marks.
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Question 5 (d)

In this question, the candidates were required to explain one other fieldwork technique the 
students could have used in their enquiry. In this question candidates are required to focus 
on one idea and develop it in detail to access the 3 marks available.

A number of candidates found it a challenge to ensure they were aware of all the methods 
used, which were shown in the resources. This meant a significant proportion of candidates 
wrote about a method already mentioned resulting in zero marks being awarded. Some 
candidates are unfamiliar with the term ‘fieldwork technique’ and as a result explained a 
sampling strategy instead, also resulting in zero marks being awarded. The better responses 
explained the how or why their chosen fieldwork technique would support the enquiry.

This candidate explains how they would measure beach gradient. 
However, this was a technique mentioned in Figure 5a (called beach 
profile in the resource) and therefore can not be credited.

0 marks
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This was a fairly common error where candidates misinterpret the 
term 'fieldwork technique' and explain a sampling strategy instead.

0 marks

This response explains the use of questionnaires of local people and 
links to the enquiry described.

3 marks
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This response describes an alternative fieldwork technique in detail.

3 marks
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Question 6 (a)(ii)

Please note that the comments made on Q06 also apply to Q04 and Q05 as the questions are 
in parallel and the resources very similar.

Section B had reduced number of marks in this series and as a result fewer questions. There 
were only questions with unfamiliar fieldwork contexts. There was information provided on 
the fieldwork context in the exam paper and additional resources in the resource booklet 
which candidates were required to use.

For this question, candidates needed to state one way maps could be used to support their 
enquiry. This could be at any stage of the geographical enquiry process and most candidates 
achieved the mark.

Correct potential use of a map for the hazardous environments 
enquiry described.

1 mark

This response is too vague for credit and needs to state a more specific 
use of a map.

0 marks
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Correct potential use of a map for the hazardous environments 
enquiry described.

1 mark
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Question 6 (b)(i)

This question was answered quite well with many candidates gaining 2 marks. Where 
candidates scored only one mark, it was due to them not writing the final answer to one 
decimal place.

2 marks – correct working and answer rounded to 1 decimal place.
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Question 6 (b)(ii)

This question was answered well with the vast majority of candidates able to identify a 
correct piece of equipment.

1 mark – correct piece of equipment stated for measuring rainfall.

1 mark – correct piece of equipment stated for measuring rainfall.
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Question 6 (c)(i)

A significant number of candidates were able to achieve two marks, correctly proportioning 
their segments and shading them to fit the key provided. Some candidates found the 
demands of this question a challenge with either the proportioning of the segments or 
correctly following the key or with both elements.

0 marks – the proportions are incorrect and the largest segment 
should be shaded as 'very unsure' whereas this candidate has shaded 
it 'didn't feel action was necessary' making the shading incorrect.
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1 mark – this candidate has the shading correct i.e. the biggest 
segment shows horizontal lines, the smallest segment shows vertical 
lines and the middle sized segment shows dots. However, the segment 
of 'didn't feel action was necessary' is too small meaning the plots are 
not all correct.
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2 marks – correctly proportioned segments (1) and correct shading (1). 
The segments could be plotted in any order as long as they were 
correctly proportioned and shaded (and the 'don't know' segment is 
within the tolerance agreed in standardisation.
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Question 6 (c)(ii)

Candidates were required to identify two ways the students could have improved the 
reliability of the data collected. It is important to ensure candidates are familiar with the 
difference between accuracy and reliability in the context of a geographical enquiry. A 
considerable number of candidates made suggestions linked to accuracy/validity rather than 
reliability.

This response identifies two correct ways reliability could be improved.

2 marks

Ensure candidates are aware of the difference between reliability and 
accuracy in a geographical enquiry context.
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This candidate does not identify any correct ways reliability could have 
been improved.

0 marks

This response does not identify any correct ways to improve reliability 
of the data collected.

0 marks
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Question 6 (d)

In this question, the candidates were required to explain one other fieldwork technique the 
students could have used in their enquiry. In this question, candidates are required to focus 
on one idea and develop it in detail to access the 3 marks available.

A number of candidates found it a challenge to ensure they were aware of all the methods 
used, which were shown in the resources. This meant a significant proportion of candidates 
wrote about a method already mentioned resulting in zero marks being awarded. Some 
candidates are unfamiliar with the term ‘fieldwork technique’ and as a result explained a 
sampling strategy instead, also resulting in zero marks being awarded. The better responses 
explained the how or why their chosen fieldwork technique would support the enquiry.

This response, although brief, explains the use of secondary data (1) 
such as videos and photos to reinforce (1) (findings) and to make 
comparisons (1).

3 marks
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This candidate explains how they would carry out a questionnaire. 
However, this was a technique mentioned in Figure 6c and therefore 
can not be credited.

0 marks
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This was a fairly common error where candidates misinterpret the 
term 'fieldwork technique' and explain a sampling strategy instead.

0 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

When answering the 8-mark longer response questions candidates need to be clear on 
the demands of the command word ‘analyse’. This requires candidates to investigate an 
issue by breaking it down into different components and making logical, evidence-based 
connections between these components.
Candidates need to recognise that the longer response 8-mark question is dominated by 
the AO distribution (4 marks for AO3 and 4 marks for AO4). Therefore, responses that are 
unbalanced or focus on one AO will be limited to a Level 1 response.
In questions where candidates are asked to develop a single reason, it is important to 
ensure that the appropriate number of links in the explanatory chain are developed. The 
number of marks should be used as a guide. These questions usually have the command 
word, ‘suggest’ or ‘explain', but may differ in depth depending on the expectation of the 
question. For example, a 4-mark, ‘explain one reason why...’ question requires greater 
depth than a 4-mark, ‘explain two reasons for...’ question.
Candidates need to be secure in their understanding of geographical terminology e.g. 
know the difference between erosion and weathering.
Candidates need to ensure they follow requirements for calculation questions accurately, 
particularly where they are asked to round an answer to one decimal place.
It is important that candidates are aware of the difference between reliability and accuracy 
in the context of a geographical enquiry.
Some candidates do not follow the instructions on the front of the exam paper and 
attempt to answer all questions which often results in the candidate running out of time. It 
would be useful to spend time with candidates, using the SAMs materials to ensure they 
are familiar with the structure of the paper to avoid rubric infringements.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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